xxxv]                             CEYLON                                   19
Of great importance for the history of the Sinhalese Church is the reign of Vattagdmani Abhaya who after being dethroned by Tamils recovered his kingdom and reigned for twelve years1. He built a new monastery and dagoba known as Abhayagiri2, which soon became the enemy of the Mahavihara and heterodox, if the latter is to be considered orthodox. The account of the schism given in the Mahavamsa3 is obscure, but the dispute resulted in the Pi^akas, which had hitherto been preserved orally, being committed to writing. The council which defined and edited the scriptures was not attended by all the monasteries of Ceylon, but only by the monks of the MaMvihara, and the text which they wrote down was their special version and not universally accepted. It included the Parivara, which was apparently a recent manual composed in Ceylon. The Mahavamsa says no more about this schism, but the Nikaya-Sangra-hawa4 says that the monks of the Abhayagiri monastery now embraced the doctrines of the Vajjiputta school (one of the seventeen branches of the Mahasanghikas) which was known in Ceylon as the Dhammaruci school from an eminent teacher of that namo. Many pious kings followed who built or repaired sacred edifices and Buddhism evidently flourished, but we also hear of heresy. In the third century A.D.5 King Voharaka. Tissa suppres&od* the Vetulyas. This sect was connected with the Abhayagiri monastery, but, though it lasted until the twelfth century, I have found no Sinhalese account of its tenets. It is represented as the worst of heresies, which was suppressed by
1 According to the common reckoning B.O. 88-76: according to Geiger B.C. 20-17. It Hocxns probublo that in tho early dates of Sinhalese history there is an error of about 02 yoara, 800 Geiger, Trans. Mahdvamsa, pp. xxx ft. and Fleet, J.&A.8. 1909, pp. 323-360.
a For tho Hito aeo V&rkQr'tt Ancient Ceylon,, pp. 209 ft. Tho Mahavaijisa (xxxm. 79 and x. 98-100) says it was built on the site of an ancient Jain establishment and Korn thinks that thin tradition hints at circumstances which account for the heretical and contentious wpirit of the Abhaya monks.
8 Hahar. xxxin. 100-104. Sec-too tho'jWi <iuoto by Tumour in his introduction, p. liii.
4 A work on ecclesiastical history written about 1395. Ed, and Trans. Colombo Record Office.
6 The probable error in Sinhalese dates mentioned in a previous note continues till the twelfth century A,I>. though gradually decreasing. For the early centuries of the Christian era it is probable that the accepted dates should be put half a century later
* Mahavamsa xxxvr, 41. Vetulyavadam madditva. According to the Nikaya Sang, he burnt their Piiaka.
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